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DROUGHT FACT SHEET #4:
Outdoor Water Conservation Tips While in a Drought
CAR WASHING
•

Use a commercial car wash that recycles water.

•

If you wash your own car, use a shut-off nozzle that can be adjusted down to a fine spray on
your hose.

LAWN CARE
•

Avoid over watering your lawn and water only when needed:
o

A heavy rain eliminates the need for watering for up to two weeks. Most of the year,
lawns only need one inch of water per week.

o

Check the soil moisture levels with a soil probe, spade or large screwdriver. You don’t
need to water if the soil is still moist. If your grass springs back when you step on it, it
doesn't need water yet.

o

If your lawn does require watering, do so early in the morning or later in the evening,
when temperatures are cooler.

•

Check your sprinkler system frequently and adjust sprinklers so only your lawn is watered and
not the house, sidewalk, or street.

•

Water in several short sessions rather than one long one, in order for your lawn to better absorb
moisture and avoid runoff.

•

Use a broom or blower instead of a hose to clean leaves and other debris from your driveway or
sidewalk.

•

Avoid leaving sprinklers or hoses unattended. A garden hose can pour out 600 gallons or more in
only a few hours.

•

In extreme drought, allow lawns to die in favor of preserving trees and large shrubs.

Always observe state and local restrictions on water use during a drought. If restricted, for example, do
not water your lawn, wash your car, or other non-essential uses, to help ensure there is enough water
for essential uses. Contact your state or local government for current information and suggestions.
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